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WITH ST MICHAEL'S, MILLBROOK, AND ST LAWRENCE'S, STEPPINGLEY




PLEASE PRAY FOR

	The sick:
	Shelagh Almond, Pauline Baker, Harry Banks, Polly Barclay,  Emma Brindle, Karen Brown, Harley Byrne, Diane, Frankie Cooper,, Rhiannon Crick, Mandy Daly, Andrew Day, Garry Downes, Eric Edwin, Ed Fuller, Sharman Harrell, Emma Hayward, Laura Hearne, Simon Houfe, Enid Ingle, Julie, Victoria Martin, Jackie O’Shea, Susan Pearson, Donna Prior, Martin Schwarz, June Simmonds, Heidi Simon, Alfred (Sonny)Spencer, Darren Smith, Robin Stokoe, Hazel Suffolk, Colin Tasker, Hilary Wilson and Sarah Wilson.

	The departed:
	Roger Alan Colfins, David Michael Brown, Paul Merry


We endeavour to keep this list up-to-date; if you have any questions, please speak to Beverley, Elizabeth or one of the Readers.

	Year’s Mind
	8th
	Doris Day, Gabrielle de Lacy, Thomas Grange, Ronald Thomas

	
	9th
	Margaret Frear, Florence Ormston, Grace Redman, Percy Rogers, Sidney Stow

	
	10th
	Cecelia Frances, Frank Myall, Bertha Sadler 

	
	11th
	Joan Lowe

	
	12th
	 Pamela Knight

	
	13th
	lIvy Champion, Horace Farmer, Colinwood Rushforth

	
	14th
	lHarold Gattwood, William Hitchcock, Arthur Nottingham

	
	
	

	NOTICES

BIBLE STUDY meets on Tuesday evenings by Zoom.. Meetings are informal and self contained. Everyone is welcome to as many, or few, as suits them. David Young dryoung1@btinternet.com 01525 404947
ANNUAL REPORTS If you have any reports for last year (2025) please send them to Elizabeth elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com
HORTICULTURAL DAYS A talk by Rev’d Mike Stewart followed by Cream Tea. Sunday 22nd March 3pm. £10 Book your place by contacting Beverley. All welcome
 

	Please ensure that notices are with Beverley by Wednesday for inclusion in the next pew sheet.

	


	Third Sunday of Lent          Sunday 8th March

	8.00am

9.30am


	Morrning Prayer                   St Andrew’s, Ampthill     Pippa Kilgour
Parish Eucharist                St Andrew’s, Ampthill         Rev’d Peter Littleford
Hymns: 195 – Praise the Lord, Ye heavens adore him; 156 – Come down O love;
138 – We sing the praise; 247 – I heard the voice of Jesus say

Anthem: Thou knowest Lord – Purcell 
Recessional: Short Prelude and Fuge in G minor - Bach

	11.15am
11.15am
	Parish Eucharist 
Parish Eucharist
	St Lawrence’s, Steppingley   Rev’d Roger Wood

St   Michael’s Millbrook         Rev’d Peter Littleford


DURING THE WEEK     
	Monday 9th
Tuesday 10th
Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12thh
Friday13th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 15th
	12.00pm-2.00pm
6.00pm-8.00pm

9.15am-11.00am

7.00pm-10.00pm
10.15am-11.30am

1.00pm-3.00pm

7.45pm—10.15pm
10.00am
6.45pm-8.15pm 

7.30pm

7.00pm
7.30pm-9.00pm
9.30am-12.30pm

7.00pm-9.00pm
	Soup Lunch in the Chapter House

Churchyard Nature Club in the Chapter House

Little Stars in the Chapter House

Childbirth Trust in the Chapter House

Baby Yoga in the Chapter House

Tai Chi in the Chapter House

Wine Society in the Chapter House

Said Eucharist in St Andrew’s Church  Rev’d Stephen Marsh
Yoga in the Chapter House

Bell Ringing Practice at St Andrew’s 
  Choir Practice at St Andrew’s  

Yoga in the Chapter House
Rainbows in the Chapter House

Yoga in the Chapter House

	Morning Prayer is said at 9.00am each weekday at St Andrew’s.


NEXT SUNDAY

	15th March
	
	Fourth Sunday of Lent Mothering Sunday
	

	8.00am

9.30am
11.15am
11.15am

6.30pm 
	Morning Prayer
Parish Eucharist
Morning Praise

Parish Eucharist

Taizé Service 
	St Andrew’s, Ampthill

St Andrew’s, Ampthill 
St Lawrence’s, Steppingley
St Michael’s. Millbrook
St Andrew’s, Ampthill 
	Pippa Kilgour
Rev’d Amanda Ferris

Stella Brooks

Rev’d Amanda Ferris

Chris Hodges

	CONTACTS

Rector:
	Vacant
	
	

	Churchwardens:
	Beverley Hodges
	01525 404625
	a_bhodges@btinternet.com

	
	Elizabeth Neil
	01234 740931
	elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com

	Lay Readers:
	Stella Brooks
	01525 860370
	stardrift0@gmail.com

	
	Pippa Kilgour
	01525 406696
	pippa.kilgour@btopenworld.com

	Treasurer:
	Paul Watson
	01525 406996
	treasurer@ampthillbenefice.co.uk

	Bank Details for internet payments:

	AMPTHILL PCC  Sort Code: 20-05-74 Account no.: 40063762


COLLECT

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,and entered not into glory before he was crucified:mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
READINGS
	A reading from the Book of Exodus
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?’ 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ 5The LORD said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ 

This is the word of the Lord.        Exodus 17: 1-7
Thanks be to God.
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person? though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

This is the word of the Lord.                                   Romans 5: 1-11
Thanks be to God.


GOSPEL READING

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
 14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’ 16 Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 17 But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house. 18 If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I cast out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe. 22 But when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armour in which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting-place, but not finding any, it says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” 25 When it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.’
27 While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!’ 28 But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!’
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Luke 11. 14-28
	

	Praise to you, O Christ.
	


POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

