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	The sick:
	Shelagh Almond,  Pauline Baker, Harry Banks, Polly Barclay,  Emma Brindle, Karen Brown, Harley Byrne, Diane, Frankie Cooper, Rhiannon Crick, Mandy Daly, Andrew Day, Garry Downes, Eric Edwin, Ed Fuller, Sharman Harrell, Emma Hayward, Laura Hearne, Simon Houfe, Enid Ingle, Julie, Margaret Keech, Victoria Martin, Paul Merry, Pete Ogilvie, Jackie O’Shea, Susan Pearson, Donna Prior, Martin Schwarz, June Simmonds, Heidi Simon, Alfred (Sonny) Spencer, Darren Smith, Robin Stokoe, Hazel Suffolk, Hilary Wilson and Sarah Wilson.

	
The departed:
	
Alan Aldridge



We endeavour to keep this list up-to-date; if you have any questions, please speak to Beverley, Elizabeth or one of the Readers.

	Year’s Mind
	14th
	Thomas Dent

	
	15th
	John Eagles, Arthur Gillan, Richena Nicolls, Annie du Sautoy

	
	16th
	Joseph Evans, John Kinns

	
	17th
	Betty Ferris, Dennis Ingerfield, Elizabeth Richardson

	
	18th
	lVictor Gillett, George Holmes, Annie Newbury

	
	19th
	Katherine Clarke, Robert Hunt, Alan Money, Alec Plater

	
	20th
	l

	
	
	

	NOTICES
BIBLE STUDY is having a Christmas break and will resume on Wednesday 7th January 20
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVALThank you so much to everyone who helped and supported the Christmas Tree Festival last weekend.  
CHRISTMAS CARDS The box for congregation cards is at the back of the church once again. 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS If you would like to contribute to the cost of flowers for Christmas, please hand your donation to Elizabeth or put in the wall safe by the door in an envelope labelled “Church Flowers”.  Thank you
COFFEE AND CHAT is in the Chapter House tomorrow between the usual times of 10.30am and 12noon.  All welcome!
FOODBANK The list of Christmas food for our families is at the back of church for you to tick if you are able to help us. Please note the final collection date before Christmas will be MONDAY 22nd DECEMBER to allow us to deliver everything in time for Christmas. So please make sure your contribution is in before then.  Thank you for all your generous donations. Stella and Adela





	Please ensure that notices are with Beverley by Wednesday for inclusion in the next pew sheet.

	




	
Third Sunday of Advent  Sunday14th December 

	8.00am
9.30am

	Morning Prayer                St Andrew’s, Ampthill   Pippa Kilgour
Parish Eucharist                St Andrew’s, Ampthill   Rev’d Amanda Ferris
Hymns: 211 – Through the night(omit *); 180 – Thou, whose almighty word;
244 – Hark my soul; 31 – Come thou long expected Jesus
Anthem: Rejoice in the Lord always – Purcell 
Recessional: Adagio from Toccata-Undecima - Muffat

	11.15am
11.15am
	Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist

	St Lawrence’s, Steppingley
St Michael’s, Millbrook

	Rev’d Roger Wood
Rev’d Amanda Ferris


DURING THE WEEK
	Monday 15th
Tuesday16th

Wednesday 17th
Thursday 18th


Friday19th
Saturday 20th

	10.30am-12.00noon
9.15am-11.00am
7.30pm-9.00pm
1.00pm-3.00pm
10.00am
6.45pm-8.15pm
7.00pm-8.15pm
7.00pm
10.00am-1.00pm

	Coffee and Chat  in the Chapter House
Little Stars in the Chapter House
Yoga in the Chapter House
Tai Chi in the Chapter House
Said Eucharist in St Andrew’s Church Rev’d Peter Messam
Yoga in the Chapter House
Bell Ringing Practise at St Andrew’s
Choir Practice at St Andrew’s 
Flower arranging in Chapter House and Church

	Morning Prayer is said at 9.00am each weekday at St Andrew’s.


NEXT SUNDAY
	Sunday 21st December
	Fourth Sunday of Advent 
	

	8.00am
9.30am
	Morning Prayer
Parish Eucharist 
	St Andrew’s, Ampthill 
St Andrew’s. Ampthill
	Pippa Kilgour
Bp Christine Hardman

	11.15am
11.15am
6.30pm

	Morning Praise
Carol Service
Carol Service

	St Lawrence’s, Steppingley 
St Michael’s, Millbrook 
St Lawrence’s Steppingley
	Stella Brooks

Stella Brooks

	CONTACTS
Rector:
	
Vacant
	

	


	Churchwardens:
	Beverley Hodges
	01525 404625
	a_bhodges@btinternet.com

	
	Elizabeth Neil
	01234 740931
	elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com

	Lay Readers:
	Stella Brooks
	01525 860370
	stardrift0@gmail.com

	
	Pippa Kilgour
	01525 406696
	pippa.kilgour@btopenworld.com

	Treasurer:
	Paul Watson
	01525 406696
	treasurer@ampthillbenefice.co.uk

	Bank Details for internet payments:

	AMPTHILL PCC Sort Code: 20-05-74 Account no.: 40063762




COLLECT
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
READINGS
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,‘ Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
	This is the word of the Lord.               Isaiah 35: 1-10

	Thanks be to God.


A reading from the Letter of James
7Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
	This is the word of the Lord.                                James 5: 7-10

	Thanks be to God.


GOSPEL READING
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.”
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’ 
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
	Matthew 11: 2-11

	Praise to you, O Christ.
	


POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen.
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